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[Letter One:] 
[Abstract:] Accepting suggestion of Director that he shall be limited to an allowance... 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
December 4, 1886 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, Supt. U.S. Mint 
Dear Sir 


Accepting the suggestions of the Director of the Mint that I should be limited to an 
allowance of two per cent for wastage in converting nickel and copper into coin planchets, and 
that the copper needful for this conversion shall be supplied by you, I now hand you for your 
criticism a form of contract. Permit me to remark that though I will faithfully endeavor to use 
Baltimore copper, thus giving you the advantage of its lower price, I apprehend that the resulting 
alloy will be less tractable in coining than if best Lake copper were used. Knowing the great 
public urgency for immediate supplies of 5 cent coins I should instantly being to make planchets 
from my own material if I found that business would thereby be expediated. 


Yours Truly, 
Joseph Wharton 
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[Letter Two:] 
[Abstract:] In reference to Nickel Blanks, with suggestions. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
December 4, 1886 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Dear Sir 


Inclosed is the order for metal samples we spoke of today, and I am now almost prepared 
to say that if the business turns upon my accepting the Baltimore copper I will accept it and go 
ahead. At all events that point need cause no delay in consummating our bargain, for as you will 
in any case supply the copper, and as I will in any case begin by taking some of that copper, you 
will have no occasion to arrange for any other copper until I shall have failed to obtain a good 
result with your Baltimore copper. 


Let me suggest that you subject to assay furnace of the coin blanks left at the Mint this 
morning (in Mr. Steel’s hands) in order that you may be able to inform me whether the fineness 
is satisfactory. 


Yours Truly, 
Joseph Wharton 


